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The award of the tribunal deals with and settles the facts in con- 
troversy and only incidentally discusses or applies principles of inter- 
national law, and its importance lies not so much in the decision as in 
the resort to arbitration for the settlement of an outstanding inter- 
national difference. 

In the matter of procedure it would seem that an innovation is to be 
noted, because the arbiters decided to visit and actually did visit the 
territory in dispute in order that they might by personal examination 
familiarize themselves with the territory in dispute and be the better 
prepared to understand and appreciate the arguments relating to the 
geography and topography of the region. 

For the second time within a year the Permanent Court at The Hague 
has rendered a decision, and it is devoutly hoped that the resort to arbi- 
tration will become a habit and that a permanent court of arbitration 
will be the natural consequence of a frequent and confident resort to 
arbitration. 1 

THE NOBEL PEACE AWARD 

On December 9, 1909, the Committee for the Distribution of the 
Nobel Prizes announced that the peace prize had been divided between 
M. Beernaert of Belgium and the Baron d'Estournelles de Constant 
of Prance. The recipients are well-known and active workers in the 
cause of peace and richly deserve the honor accorded to them. 

M. Auguste Beernaert, born in 1828, is a trained lawyer and statesman 
who has served his country through a long and honorable career as 
Minister of Public Works, Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Finance, 
President of the Chamber of Representatives, and Member of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration. At the First Peace Conference he 
was president of the first commission, charged with the consideration 
of the limitation of armaments, and in the Second Conference he was 
president of the second commission, charged with the consideration of 
the laws and customs of land warfare. In both conferences his voice and 
influence were for the lessening of the hardships cf warfare and for the 
peaceful settlement of international conflicts. A reference to any work 
en the conferences will show the nature and importance of his contribu- 
tions, and it is no exaggeration to say that the Nobel Committee honored 
itself as well as M. Beernaert by its award. 

i For the facts and the opinion and judgment of the court, see Judicial De- 
cisions in this number, page 226. 
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Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, born in 1852, has been for many_ 
years a familiar figure in international conferences, and both at home 
and abroad has consistently represented the cause of peace. Trained for 
the diplomatic service (he is now minister plenipotentiary of the first 
class), after fifteen years' experience (1880-1895) he was elected mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Deputies and in 1905 was elected senator. He 
represented France at both of the Hague Conferences and is a Member 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. M. d'Bstournelles is an in- 
fluential member of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, an outspoken 
partisan of the limitation of armaments and president of the Society of 
International Conciliation which he organized and directs in order to 
promote good understanding and draw the nations closer together. He 
is himself the personification of conciliation, and in the best sense of the 
word, an agitator for the cause of peace. By birth a Frenchman, he is 
by choice a citizen of the world and would break down the barriers which 
separate nations. His remarkable address at Berlin was commented upon 
at length in the July number of the Journal, and if Germany and 
France forget their past differences and cooperate in the peaceful de- 
velopment of the world, it will be due in no small measure to the devo- 
tion, foresight and generous sympathy of d'Bstournelles. To a gentle 
and pleasing, not to say winning, personality, he has the gift of per- 
suasive speech. He is a remarkable linguist and is thus in all ways 
admirably fitted for the role he has chosen, namely, a mediator between 
the nations. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Society of International Law will 
be held in Washington April 28, 29 and 30, 1910. The experience of 
the past three years shows that the two days devoted to the presentation 
and discussion of papers have left little or no time for the meeting of the 
various committees for the consideration of the business of the Society. 
It has therefore been decided that the meeting shall open Thursday even- 
ing instead of Friday morning, and that the afternoon session of Friday 
shall be omitted, in order that the various committees may hold their 
business meetings. 

It is expected that the opening session of the Society will be held in 
the Pan-American Building, and that the meetings of Friday and Satur- 
day, as well as the annual banquet on Saturday evening, will take place 
in the New Willard Hotel as usual. 



